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This official guide for QUEZON (2025) completes Jerrold Tarog's trilogy of historical biopics, following my guides for
Heneral Luna (2015) and Goyo: Ang Batang Heneral (2018). Inside, you will find teaching aids such as a chronology,
visuals, online resources, activities, worksheets, discussion questions, and reading lists.

The guide was created mainly for educators who want to use films in teaching history, but it can also be enjoyed by
anyone who wants to better understand and appreciate the movie. It is not made for a particular grade or level. Teachers
are free to adjust it for their learners. Given the research and care invested in creating this guide, users are encouraged
to cite it accurately when drawing from it.

PRODUCTION NOTES

Title: QUEZON
Total Running Time: 2h 17m

SYNOPSIS

The final installment in the trilogy that began with Heneral Luna (2015) and Goyo: Ang Batang Heneral (2018), QUEZON
(2025) is a historical biopic following President Manuel L. Quezon'’s relentless pursuit of political power. As he champions
Philippine independence, he navigates the ruthless terrain of traditional politics — wielding charm, favoritism, and
strategic alliances to outmaneuver his rivals. In his quest to build a nation, he also lays the foundations of a political
culture marked by patronage and enduring personal loyalties.

GENRE

Historical Biopic

PRODUCTION STAFF

Director: Jerrold Tarog Screenplay: Jerrold Tarog
Producer: Daphne O. Chiu-Soon Rody Vera
Executive Producers: Fernando Ortigas Director of Photography:  Pong Ignacio
E. A. Rocha LPS
Daphne O. Chiu-Soon Editor & Music: Jerrold Tarog
Co-Executive Producer: Jericho Rosales Production Design: Monica Sebial
Associate Producers: Margie Navarro-De Guzman Costume Design: Steve Salvador
Atty. Roderick P. Vera, LL.M. Sound Design: Immanuel Verona
Alexandra Rocha-Araneta Fatima Salim
Harold Soon Visual Effects: The Post Office

Christine Flores
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BEFORE WATCHING THE FILM

QUEZON: Biography and History

Before you watch the film, you will need a good background on Manuel L. Quezon and the period in which he
lived. In this chronology, Quezon's biography is purposely woven into his historical milieu. This will allow you
to better understand his personal milestones, and how these intersect with key moments in our nation’s

history.

January 20, 1872 Cavite Mutiny

February 17, 1872 public execution of the GOMBURZA

August 19, 1878 Manuel Luis Quezon y Molina was born in Baler, Tayabas to Lucio Quezon
and Maria Dolores Molina

1885-1888 studied under Teodoro Fernandez, a Franciscan parish priest, at the
convent house attached to their town church

1889-1894 took up his Bachiller en artes at the Colegio de San Juan de Letran

February 24, 1894 graduated with highest honors at Letran at the age of 16

June 1894 after the death of his mother, Quezon returned to Manila to study law at
the Universidad de Santo Tomas; his contemporaries include Sergio
Osmena, Vicente Madrigal, Vicente Singson Encarnacion, Emilio Jacinto
and Flaviano Yengko (the last two were Katipuneros already)

August 1896 the Philippine Revolution broke out

December 30, 1896 José Rizal was martyred at the Luneta de Bagumbayan

March 22, 1897 Emilio Aguinaldo was elected President at the Tejeros Convention

November-December 1897 the Pact of Biak na Bato was sighed

April 23, 1898 the Spanish-American War broke out

May 1, 1898 the US Asiatic Squadron led by Commodore George Dewey routed the
Spanish navy under Admiral Patricio Montojo in the Battle of Manila Bay

May 19, 1898 Aguinaldo returned to Philippines aboard the ship McCulloch

May 28, 1898 Filipino revolutionaries under Aguinaldo won In the Battle of Alapan In

Imus, Cavite

June 12, 1898 Philippine independence was proclaimed in Kawit, Cavite

August 13, 1898 Quezon witnessed the Spanish surrender to American forces during the
“Mock Battle” of Manila: he went home to Baler, where he discovered that
his father and brother had been killed by bandits posing as
revolutionaries
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September 15, 1898
December 10, 1898

December 21, 1898

January 23, 1899

February 4, 1899

February 6, 1899

March 4, 1899

May 5, 1899

May 8, 1899

June 5, 1899

August 8, 1899

December 2, 1899

December 10, 1899

June 3, 1900

December 23, 1900
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Aguinaldo convened the Revolutionary Congress in Malolos, Bulacan
the Treaty of Paris was signed

US President Willlam McKinley issued his Benevolent Assimilation
Proclamation

the First Philippine Republic was inaugurated in Malolos, Bulacan with
Emilio Aguinaldo was President

the Philippine-American War broke out; Quezon presented himself
before Colonel Villacorta in Pantabangan;, he was commissioned as
Second Lieutenant and detailled to headquarters as a sort of
alde-de-camp; transferred to the provincial command under General
Llanera in Cabanatuan and was promoted to First Lieutenant after his
first assignment

the Treaty of Paris was ratified

The First Philippine Commission or Schurman Commission arrived to
report on Philippine conditions

US Secretary of State John Hay offered autonomy through the Schurman
Commission; at around this time, Quezon was promoted to Captain

a new cabinet led by Pedro Paterno was formed

General Antonio Luna was assassinated in Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija
Captain Quezon accompanied President Aguinaldo to Angeles,
Pampanga; General Tomas Mascardo, assigned him to guard Balanga to
Mariveles at the southernmost tip of the peninsula; he will be promoted
to Major; Quezon was reported to have had a domestic relationship with
a woman named Ana Ricardo while stationed in Bataan, but there is no
documentary proof that they were formally married

the Americans began organizing local governments in “pacified” areas

General Gregorio del Pilar and his men were killed in the Battle of Tirad
Pass, llocos Sur

Apolinario Mabini was captured in Cuyapo, Nueva Ecija

the Second Philippine Commission (Taft Commission), arrived in the
Philippines to establish a civil government

the Partido Federal was founded as the first political organization under
American rule that advocated for the incorporation of the Philippines as
a state of the United States




February 1901

March 23, 1901

April 1901

July 4, 1901

July 1, 1902

July 4, 1902

April 16, 1903

April 18, 1903

August 19, 1903
1903-1905
1905

1906

March 12, 1907
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another pacifist party, the Partido Conservador, did not support
annexation and aimed to petition for a more liberal government

President Aguinaldo was captured by the American forces in Palanan,
Isabela

General Mascardo sent Major Quezon to Manila to verity the Aguinaldo’s
surrender; Aguinaldo confirmed his surrender and his pledge of
allegiance to the US; resistance to American rule continued under local
leaders (e.g. Miguel Malvar in Batangas, Vicente Lukban in Samar, Simeon
Ola in Bicol, Macario Sakay in “Katagalugan”)

William Howard Taft was inaugurated as first Civil Governor of the
Philippines ending military rule

the Philippine Bill of 1902 or Cooper Act was passed by the US Congress;
provided for a popularly elected Filipino legislature, but required certain
conditions: 1) establishment of complete peace and order in the country;
2) taking of a national census; 3) continuation of peace and order at least
two years after the national census had been completed; the Philippines
will send two Resident Commissioners to represent the country in the US
Congress

official end of the Philippine-American War; resistance to American

annexation continued in various parts of the Philippines (e.g. Battle of Bud
Dajo [1906] and the Battle of Bud Bagsak [1913] in Jolo, Sulu)

Quezon took his oath as a licensed lawyer after passing the bar a few

weeks earlier, then resigned from his clerical position at the Monte
Piedad

Francisco Ortigas, well-known barrister, sent for Quezon and offered him
to join his law firm; Quezon won his first case for the firm: he defended
five men accused of aiding rebels

left the Ortigas law firm to open his own

served as Fiscal of Mindoro and Tayabas; resigned as Fiscal of Tayabas
and practiced law In the province

elected Governor of Tayabas; national census completed and published

ban on political organizations demanding immediate independence
lifted; new parties emerged: Independistas, Inmedatistas, Explosivistas,
etc.

Partido Independista Inmediatista and Partido Union Nacionalista fused
to form the Partido Nacionalista; Quezon was a Nacionalista




July 30, 1907

1907-1916

1909-1916

1913

August 29, 1916

June 6, 1916

October 3, 1916

1917

November 7, 1918

March 6, 1919

February 23, 1919
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80 delegates representing 34 provinces were elected to the Philippine
Assembly

the Philippine Commission continued with its legislative functions as

upper house; the Philippine Assembly served as lower house of the
legislature

served as Resident Commissioner to the US Congress; represents the

Philippines on important matters that may be deliberated In the US
Congress

Francis Burton Harrison appointed as the first Democratic Governor
General of the Philippines; implements a policy of rapid “Filipinization” of
the insular government

enactment of the Philippine Autonomy Act or the Jones Law of 1916;
provided for a fully Filipinized Philippine Legislature; Quezon attended
sessions to defend the bill and was “welcomed like a conquering hero”
upon his return

elections to the Philippine Assembly (renamed the House of
Representatives in August); Nacionalistas captured 83% of the seats

Quezon was elected Senate President and held the position until 1935,
becoming the longest serving Senate President; he insisted that he
should outrank Osmena, whom he accused of having near “dictatorial
hold” of government; Quezon offered to resign; Osmena responded that
he had no objections to retiring himself

Harrison formed a Council of State to harmonize the executive and
legislative departments; it served as an advisory body to the Chief
Executive led by Osmefa as President, and Quezon as Vice President;
Osmena temporarily thwarted Quezon’'s advance

the Partido Nacionalista passed a resolution establishing a Commission

of Independence to “study all matters” related to negotiating Philippine
Independence

the Philippine Legislature passed a joint resolution authorizing the
Commission of Independence; it was composed of 11 senators, 40
congressmen headed by Senate President Quezon and House Speaker
Osmena

the First Parliamentary Mission departed for the US aboard the Sherman;
Quezon served as Chairman, Rafael Palma as Vice Chairman; it had 40
official members, Iincluding 2 senators, 6 representatives, 2 cabinet
members, and representatives of various departments and technical
advisers














































































https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VMEeC1JihiCrq8x7MpFMm86TGtrcGYXmZy3YtWoF_04/edit?tab=t.0
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